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THE GARDEN OF EDEN. 




I have, therefore, made this review as literal and 
succinct as possible, in order not to detract attention 
from the main subject — that the Garden of Eden is 
the human body; which rational interpretation, ad- 
vanced throughout the Scriptures and fully compre- 
hended, becomes not only a key to biblical knowledge, 
but is destined, sooner or later, to become the basis 
of a very practical system of religious and social 
reform. 

Charles Stuart Welles. 

32, Thistle Grove, South Kensington, London, 
Febniary 22nd, 1883. 
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THE GARDEN OF EDEN. 



I. 

THE CREATION AND LOCATION OF THE 

GARDEN. 

The First Book of Moses, called Genesis. 



<( 



Chapter I. 

N the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth." 

•* 26 And God said, Let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness : 

"27 So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God created he him ; male 
and female created he them. 

'*28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them. Be 
fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it : " 

"31 And God saw everything that he had made, and, behold, 
it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the 
sixth day. ' 
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Chapter II. 

' * 2 And on the seventh day God ended his work which he 
had made ; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work 
which he had made." 

' ' 7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life ; and man became 
a living soul. 

'* 8 And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden ; 
and there he put the man whom he had formed. 

" 9 And out of the ground, made the Lord God to grow every 
tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food ; the tree of 
life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil. 

'* lo And a river went out of Eden to water the garden ; and 
from thence it was parted ; and became into four heads. 

•'II The name of the first is Pison : that is it which compasseth 
the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold ; 

"12 And the gold of that land is good : there is bdellium and 
tlie onyx stone. 

*' 13 And the name of the second river is Gihon : the same is 
it that compasseth the whole land of Ethiopia. 

*' 14 And the name of the third river is Hiddekel : that is it 
which goeth toward the east of Assyria. And the fourth river is 
Euphrates. 

"15 And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the " 
garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. 

"16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every 
tree of the garden thou may est freely eat : 

"17 But of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt 
not eat of it : for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die. 

"18 And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man 
should be alone ; I will make him an help meet for him." 

"25 And they were both naked, and were not ashamed." 



Chapter III. 

** 6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired 
to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and 
gave also unto her husband with her ; and he did eat. 

" 7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew 
that they were naked ; and they sewed fig leaves together, and 
made themselves aprons." 

*'ii And God said. Who told thee that thou wast naked? 
Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou 
shouldest not eat ? " 

" i6 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy 
sorrow and thy conception ; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth 
children ; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall 
rule over thee. 

"17 And unto Adam he said. Because thou hast hearkened 
unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I 
commanded thee, saying. Thou shalt not eat of it : cursed is the 
ground for thy sake ; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days 
of thy life ; 

"18 Thorns and thistles shall it bring forth to thee;" 

" 20 And Adam called his wife's name Eve ; because she was 
the mother of all living." 

" 22 And the Lord God said. Behold, the man is become as 
one of us, to know good and evil : and now, lest he put forth his 
hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever : 

" 23 Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden 
of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken. 

"24 So he drove out the man ; and he placed at the east of 
the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned 
every way, to keep the way of the tree of life." 

Chapter IV. 

'* I And Adam knew Eve his wife ; and she conceived, and 
bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the Lord. 
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" 2 Alul she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a 
keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground." 

**8 And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to 
pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel 
his brother, and slew him." 

"16 And Cain went out from the presence of the Lord, and 
dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden. 

•*I7 And Cain knew his wife; and she* conceived, and bare 
Enoch : and he buikled a city, and called the name of the city, 
after the name of his son, Enoch. 

" 18 And unto Enoch was born Irad : and Irad begat Mehu- 
jael : and Mehujael begat Methusael : and Methusael begat 
Lamech. 

'•19 And Lamech took unto him two wives : the name of the 
one was Adah, and the name of the other Zillah. 

' ' 20 And Adah bare Jabal : he was the father of such as dwell 
in tents, and of such as have cattle. 

** 21 And his brother's name was Jubal : he was the father of 
all such as handle the harp and organ. 

"22 And Zillah, she also bare Tubal- Cain, an instructor of 
every artificer in brass and iron : and the sister of Tubal- Cain 
was Naamah." 

** 25 And Adam knew his wife again ; and she bare a son, 
and called his name Seth : For God, said she, hath appointed 
me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew. 

**26 And to Seth, to him also there was born a son; and 
he called his name Enos : then began men to call upon the name 
of the Lord." 

Extracted from Genesis i.-iv., this narrative, pertain- 
ing directly to the creation of man and the Garden of 
Eden, and divested of its allegorical character, admits 
of but one rational interpretation, which is, that God 
created male and female in His own image, and that 
the human body was itself the Garden of Eden, God's 
Paradise. 
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That such is the proper interpretation to be given 
to the biblical narrative, enveloped, as it is, in oriental 
forms of expression, since translated, moreover, into 
modern languages devoid of their original idiomatic 
significance, must recommend itself after a careful 
consideration of the teachings and methods of thought 
which pervade the holy writings, from these first alle- 
gories to the final chapter of Revelation, — from which, 
in direct connection, is here interposed another, and 
the Bible's final reference to *' the tree of life." 

"13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the 
first and the last. 

** 14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they 
ma) have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the 
gates into the city." 

Moses employed the terms and illustrations common 
to the early period of literature when language was 
symbolically understood, not scientifically. His alle- 
gory of the creation, the Garden of Eden, and the 
reproduction of the human race, was a necessary 
beginning of his history of the Jewish people. He 
was also gifted by Providence with a prophetic 
spiritual sentiment, which gave additional significance 
to the material sense of his descriptions. Moses re- 
garded the location of the tribes of Israel as the 
centre — the garden of the world. He believed that 
out of that region went humanity to the four quarters 
of the world ; and his spiritual prophecy, whether 
known to himself or not, was to be proven in Christ 
and the four evangelists. He chose, therefore^ s^ucbv 
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symbolic rivers and countries to bound the garden of 
the world, as would also symbolize the human frame, 
man and woman, and their reproduction of the human 
race. 

Now let us examine the expressed location of the 
garden of Eden, before considering its physical descrip- 
tion. 

" 8 And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden ; 
and there he put the man whom he had formed. 

" 9 And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every 
tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food ; the tree 
of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge 
of good and evil. 

*• 10 And a river went out of Eden to water the garden ; and 
from thence it was parted, and became into four heads." 

Divest this narrative of its oriental, idiomatic 
character, and consider it in a literal sense : 

"And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden.'' 

Where is eastward in Eden ? Indeed, where is 
Eden at all ? Bible commentators do not pretend to 
say where Eden is, or where a literal garden might 
have been. But it is vaguely supposed to be some- 
where among the rivers of Asia, and probably east of 
Jerusalem, the holy city. But where would be east- 
ward in Eden, unless the holy land was the geogra- 
phical Eden, and the human body the physical Eden, 
out of which evolves the spiritual Eden — eastward, 
that is, toward the light, toward the spiritual creation 
which was fulfilled in Christ. Considered literally. 
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it would seem easy to locate the spot from the rivers 
and countries enumerated. Moses, however, makes 
use of such boundaries as included the whole known 
world of Asia and Africa, and, of course, knew nothing 
of modern geography; and the appellations he gave 
must therefore be considered in the view in which 
they were indited, and in accordance with the kind 
of writing which was common to his period. 

* * And there he put the man whom he had formed. " 

Where God planted the garden, there he put the 
man. 

" And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every 
tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food ; the tree of 
life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil." 

Out of the earth God made man, and out of this 
garden of man God made to grow every pleasant 
growth and spiritual sense. What other then was the 
tree of life than the procreative function in the midst 
of the garden ? Since then what knowledge of good 
and evil has not the human race known ? 

** And a river went out of Eden to water the garden ; and from 
thence it was parted, and became into four heads." 

Christ was the chief exponent of that spiritual 
growth or river which was to go out of Eden, and 
afterwards branch into the four evangelists, just as 
the human race was the stream, or river, which went 
out of the holy land to the four quarters of the world. 
This is the prophetic spiritual meaning of the allegory, 
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and it was symbolized in the physical description of 
man's own structure, as we shall see in illuminating the 
geographical boundaries which Moses employed in the 
flowery language of his time. 




THE PHYSICAL AND METAPHYSICAL 

EDEN. 

FIND a river went out ol Eden to water the 
garden ; and from ihence it was parted, and 
11 became into four heads. 

' 1 1 The name of the first is Pison ; that 
L which composseth the whole land of 
1 Havilah, wliere there is gold ; 
" 12 And the gold of that land is good: there is bdellkim and 
the onyx slone. 

" 13 And the name of the second river is Gihon : the same is 
it that compasseth the whole land of Ethiopia. 

"14 And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: thai is it 
which goeth toward the ca^t of Assyria. And the fourth river is 

Allegorically' applied to the human body, the river 
which went out of Eden symbohzes the mouth, out of 
which flowed the strearti of prophecy and all intelli- 
gence. From the mouth passed through the garden 
of man's conformation, the water of life, or, as the 
man is composed principally ol water, nourishment. 

Consider the four rivers which parted from that 
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which went out of Eden. They were the Pison, the 
Gihon, the Hiddekel, and the Euphrates. 

Referring to the Harding edition of the Bible, page 
769 we read : — 

Pison — changing ; extension of the mouth. 

Gihon— The Valley of Grace. In Smith's '* Dic- 
tionary of the Bible" and other authorities Gihon 
means — bursting forth, as from a fountain, or from the 
womb. 

Hiddekel — lively or swift, which refers to the swift- 
ness of a current. 

Euphrates — that makes fruitful. 

Applying these terms to physical man, the four 
branches from the mouth were : the extension of the 
mouth — the alimentary duct; the valley of grace — 
the abdomen ; the swift current' — the urinary stream ; 
that makes fruitful — the faecal discharge. 

Now as to the countries compassed by these rivers : 

Havilah — that suffers pain and brings forth. 

Ethiopia — blackness (darkness), heat. 

Assyria — the country of Asshur — one who is happy. 

Eden (the garden thus bounded and described) — 
means — pleasure and delight. 

These terms all applied would render the biblical 
narrative idiomatically, as follows : — 

" 8 And the Lord God planted a garden of light in pleasure 
and this was the man whom he had formed. 

" 9 And out of him made the Lord God to appear every thing 
that is pleasant to the senses ; the principle of life also in his 
midst, and a creation which shall know right and wrong 




17 

* ' lo And a growth out of this body to increase, and from thence 
descend into four branches. 

"II The name of the first period is changing : that is it which 
compasseth the abdomen, that suffers pain and brings forth, where 
there is the most valuable thing ; 

'* 12 And that valuable thing is most precious ; there is wisdom 
and strength. 

** 13 And the name of the second period is its bursting forth 
from the womb ; where it lay in darkness. 

*' 14 And the name of the third-period is a swift current toward 
the light and happiness. And the fourth is fruition." 

There is no mention of an actual river Pison in 
history or geography. The land of Havilah is a fertile 
district in desert Arabia, bordering on the Red Sea. 
But there is no possibility of its being encircled by an 
actual river ; and Havilah doubtless suggested itself 
as indicative of wealth, richness, fertility in the midst 
of barrenness, in the Mosaic geography, as gold, bdel- 
lium, and the onyx stone were found there. 

Gihon occurs in another instance, employed as in 
this case, 2 Chronicles xxxii. 30 : — 

** This same Ilezekiah also stopped the upper watercourse of 
Gihon, and brought it straight down to the west side of the city 
of David. And Hezekiah prospered in all his works." 

In the one case, however, Gihon is a creek by the 
side of Jerusalem ; but in. the present instance Moses 
makes Gihon encompass all Africa. Hiddekel occurs 
in but one other instance in the Bible, Da7iid x. 4 : — 

*'4 And in the four and twentieth day of the first month, as I 
was by the side of the great river, which is Hiddekel ; 

** 5 Then I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a 

B 
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certain man clothed in linen, whose loins were girded with fine 
gold of Uphaz : 

"6 His body also was like the beryl, and his face as the 
appearance of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire, and his 
arms and his feet like in colour to polished brass, and the voice 
of his words like the voice of a multitude." 

This vision of Daniel ** by the side of the great 
river, which is Hiddekel," rises into great significance, 
properly interpreting this river as going toward the east 
of Assyria, that is, toward the happy land of light. In 
other words, Daniel went into a trance. What other 
interpretation could be given to it than spiritual sight, 
the swift current of intellectual perception ? Assyria 
was the land toward light and happiness, just as 
Ethiopia was the dark land of travail. 

Euphrates, ** the fruitful stream," is in Persia. 

If these four rivers were intended to be literally 
mapped out as branching from the river which " went- 
out of Eden," how would it be possible for the 
Euphrates to branch from it in Persia, Asia, and the 
Gihon to branch from it in Ethiopia, Africa, unless 
indeed such terms were symbolically understood in 
the idiomatic language employed by biblical writers ? 

That form of expression, the East, thus serves to 
illuminate wonderfully this symbolic garden of the 
world. The direction toward the East is always to 
the light. We look allegorically to the East when we 
seek a new light or a new truth. The star in the 
East, which stood over the place where " the young 
child lay," was the new spiritual light that came by 
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Him into the world. The same meaning attaches to 
the East whenever it appears in the Bible. Now apply 
modern idiom to the interpretation of succeeding 
verses in the same sense : — 

*' 15 And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the 
garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. 

** 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every 
tree of the garden thou mayst freely eat : 

"17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou 
shalt not eat of it : for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die. 

'* 18 And the Lord God said. It is not good that the man 
should be alone ; I will make him an help meet for him." 

Properly interpreted it would read : — 

"15 And the Lord God took the man, and made him into a 
thing of delight to cherish and to perpetuate himself. 

** 16 And the Lord God commanded him, saying, Of every one 
of thy senses thou mayest freely enjoy : 

"17 Excepting of the sensual organ, which is good or bad, 
thou shalt not partake ; for if thou defilest thyself, thou shalt 
surely die. 

"18 Therefore, the Lord God said, It is not good that the 
man should be alone: I will make him an help meet for him." 

Or again : — 

"24 So he drove out the man ; and he placed at the east of the 
garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned 
every way, to keep the way of the tree of life." 

Properly interpreted : — 

"24. So God sent forth the man ; and he placed in his head 
eyes, and a tongue, which moved, to guard the growth of his 
creation." 
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In this manner should be applied the approximate 
idiom of our language to the interpretation of all other 
writings ; and thus throughout the Bible may be applied 
"light in dark places." 

The one further reference to the Garden of Eden of 
the Old Testament which our space permits, makes 
mention of the history of Cain and his family. 

" i6. And Cain went out from the presence of the Lord, and 
dwelt in tlie land of Nod, on the east of Eden " 

Nod, in the original Hebrew, means wandering or 
exile. This allegory implies that Cain, wliich means 
spear or lance, or to acquire, having overcome a con- 
flicting element, went toward the rising sun and 
founded the first city, Enoch, and the nations of India ' 
and China, which were, of course, known to Moses. 
So Seth afterwards settled toward the West with his 
posterity, which peopled Europe. 

So polygamy, as an institution in the East, must 
have had an origin \ and Moses, probably from tradi- 
tion, attributed its foundation to the descendants of 
Cain. 

"19. And I^amech took unto him two wives : the name of 
the one was Adah, and the name of the other Zillah." 

Adah means ornamental ; Zillah means shadow ; 
and Naamah, the daughter of Zillah, means pleasant. 
So Jabal, the first son of Adah, introduced nomadic 
life, and Jubal invented musical instruments; .and 
Tubal-Cain, the son of Zillah, invented metal-working. 

Thus Moses employed symbols to express the be- 
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ginning and the growlh of civilization. But, to avoid 
confusion with many similar instances which through- 
out the Old Testament make the allegory more con- 
spicuous, let us pass at once to the New Testament, 
and briefly consider such final biblical references to 
the Garden of Eden as make direct application of the 
allegory. 




III. 

THE HUMAN BODY THE TEMPLE OF 

GOD. 

The First Epistle of Paul to the Corinthians. 



Chapter III. 



i6 




NOW ye not that ye arc the temple of God, 
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you ? 
"17 If any man defile the temple of God, 
him shall God destroy ; for the temple of 
God is holy, which temple ye are." 



Jesus himself said, " The Kingdom of God is within 
you." And Paul exhorts us again (i Cor. vi. 20) to 
" Glorify God in your bodies." 

It cannot seem sacrilegious, then, as some have as- 
serted, for Mrs. Woodhall to urge that the Garden of 
Eden, God's Paradise, is also within you — the king- 
dom and the temple of God, created in His image. 

The *' knowledge of good and evil," or, more strictly 
speaking, knowledge of the laws of bearing the body 
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into the world, educating it while in the world, and 
thus enabling posterity to improve and become rege- 
nerated, should thus be made clear to every mind. Not 
in vulgarity, but in innocence and love ; not in dis- 
respect of the law, but on the contrary, the laws re- 
lating to marriage are simply wrong in inciting unnatural 
marriages. 

With a more perfect knowledge of their bodies and 
the functions relating to marriage, men and women 
would be allied in a more perfect manner, and from 
the more despised parts of the human body greater 
blessings would flow to posterity. 

It must be remembered that it is sometimes out of 
the most despised truths that the greatest forces spring. 

It is the same old question, " Can any good thing 
come out of Nazareth ? " Jesus was thus conceived 
in that despised spot in Galilee. 

The sanctity of marriage is thence appreciable, 
through the virtuous understanding of natural laws. 

'* Know ye not that ye are the temple of God ; and that the 
Spirit of God dwelleth in you ? If any man defile the temple of 
God, him will God destroy." 

Why then imagine for a moment that knowledge of 
man's and woman's natural bodies, or any parts of their 
bodies, or the natural functions of the parts, should be 
impure or secret ? — 

** To the pure all things are pure." 

It is time for a reformation in the marriage question, 
that the truth may be known, and the first steps laid, 
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now^ for a healthful posterity. The despised parts of 
the body are to become what Jesus was, the Saviour 
conceived at Nazareth. The despised body, and not 
the honoured soul, must be the stone which shall be 
the head of the corner, now rejected by the builders. 

** For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and 
will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent." — 
I Cor. i. 19. 

" But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to con- 
found the wise ; and God hath chosen the weak things of the 
world to confound the things which are mighty; and base things 
of the world, and things which are despised hath God chosen, yea, 
and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are ;" — 
I Cor. i. 27 and 28. 

*' And those members of the body, which we think to be less 
honourable, upon them we bestow more abundant honour ;" — 
I Cor, xii. 23, 

The last two chapters of Revelation refer to the 
human body saved^ and as being the dwelling-place of 
God. The first few chapters of Genesis refer to the 
body cursed by the acts of primitive human creation, 
doing evil to the parts that they desired to hide, 
although when they obtained a knowledge of good as 
well as evil, they were of necessity sent forth to till the 
ground and prepare for an ignorant posterity. 

From Genesis to Revelation the human body is 
thus the chief subject, which through long ages God 
has been ordering. 

And this important thing is the basis of all revela- 
iion and all prophecy. 



IV. 



FRUITION. 



The Revelation of St. John The Divine. 



Chapter I. 
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HE Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
unto him, to shew unto his servants things 
which must shortly come to pass ; and he sent 
and signified it by his angel unto his sen'ant 
John : 

"2 Who bare record of the word of God, 

and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw. 

** 3 Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of 

this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein : 

for the time is at hand." 




Chapter II. 

'*7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
unto the churches ; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of 
the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God." 

**ii He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second 
death." 

"2/ To him that overcomet\i mWl ^vn^\.o ^-aJL ci\ '^^^^^^^^ 
manna, and will give him a w\i\\.e sloive, ^\A SsiN^^'^'^^^'^'^ 
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name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth 
it." 

' ' 26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the 
end, to him will I give power over the nations : 

" 28 And I will give him the morning star." 



Chapter III. 

**5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white 
raiment ; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of 
life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before 
his angels." 

"12 Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple 
of my God, and he shall go no more out : and I will write upon 
him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, 
which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from 
my God : and I will W'rite upon him my new name." 

** 21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my 
throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father 
in his throne. 

** 22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
unto the churches. " 



The human body was the Garden of Eden of the 
old heaven and the old earth, planted by the Lord 
God after the manner in which He performs all His 
other works, that is, through the agency of great 
principles — natural laws of evolution. It was this 
garden that was to undergo the curse, so that in 
sorrow man should " eat of it all the days of his life,'* 
and bring forth " thorns and thistles," as Moses 
prophesied, instead of beautiful and healthful children. 

Has not also, Jiterally, the soxio^ 2LXvd conception of 

woman been greatly multiplied? 
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But we must avoid more collateral issues and pass 
at once to the maturity of the allegory. 

Chapter XIX. 

*' I And after these things I heard a great voice of much 
people in heaven saying, Alleluia ; Salvation, and glory, and 
honour, and power, unto the Lord our God : 

" 2 For truQ and righteous are his judgments : for he hath 
judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her 
fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her 
hand." 

•' 7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him : for 
the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself 
ready. " 

Chapter XXI. 

*' I And I saw a new heaven and a new earth : for the first 
heaven and the first earth were passed away ; and there was no 
more sea. 

"2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for 
her husband." 

' * 3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, 
the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, 
and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, 
and be their God. 

**4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes ; and 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain : for the former things are passed 
away. 

*• 5 And he that sat upon the throne said. Behold, I make all 
things new. And he said unto me. Write : for these words are 
true and faithful. 

** 6 And he said unto me. It is done. I am Ali^ha axvd O^ssr.'^^ 
the beginning and the end. 1 "w\\\ ^\n^ \xtsX.q>\v\xs>.'<^'^"^ 'i:^?>>:^^ 
of the foantsLin of the water oi Y\ie ixcd^j. 
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" 7 ^^ ^^i^t overcometli shall inherit all things ; and I will be 
his God, and he shall be my son." 

But John saw that these fruits of pure children — 
regeneration — were to be fully realized in the " new 
heaven and the new earth," — the new man and the 
new woman, — when "to him that overcometh," who 
is able to pass the sentries of the cherubims and the 
flaming sword, that is, comprehendeth sight and 
language, shall be given to eat of the "hidden 
manna ;" and this hidden manna is the pure water of 
life. 

Chapter XXII. 

*' I And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as 
crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 

" 2 In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the 
river, was there the tree of life, wliich bare twelve manner of 
fruits, and yielded her fruit every month : and the leaves of the 
tree were for t'le healing of the nations. 

**3 And there shall be no more curse : but the throne of God 
and of the Lamb shall be in it ; and his servants shall serve him :" 

When this time shall come, when men and women 
shall beget children in love, purity and health, and in 
accordance with natural, not artificial laws, then " there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor crying, 
neither any more pain." 

The new Jerusalem, the new mother, "shall then 
come down from God out of heaven," as the new man 
Jesus came, "adorned as a bride prepared for her 
husband," through which marriage of the Bride and 
the Lamb, or union of the principles or worlds so long 
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separated, the resurrection-day will be inaugurated and 
the Judgment-day begun. 

Chapter XXII. 

** 12 And, behold, I come quickly : and my reward is with me, 
to give every man according as his work shall be. 

** 13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the 
first and the last. 

" 14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they 
may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the 
gates into the city. 

"15 For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, 
and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh 
a lie. 

** 16 1 Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these 
things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, 
and the bright and morning star. 

"17 And the Spirit and the bride say. Come. And let him 
that heareth say. Come. And let him that is athirst come. And 
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely." 

And thus we discover that, not only is the Garden 
of Eden an allegory in itself, but the whole structure 
of the Bible is an allegory, beginning with Creation and 
ending with Christ's spiritual, or clairvoyant appear- 
ance to John in Revelation. 

What meaning to be given to the Mosaic law, the 
growth and fall of the house of David, the continuous 
prophecies pervading the ancient history, and cul- 
minating in Christ and John ! What curse and pro- 
mise following the persecution of John, his death at 
the instance of woman, and ,the persecution and mar- 
tyrdom of Christ by man ! What explanation of the 



sophistries of Paul, who said : " I preach Christ cruci- 
fied, a stumbling block to the Jews and to the Greeks 
(Gentiles) foolishness ! " And what interpretation of 
the reappearance of Christ to John, saying : " I am the 
root and the offspring of David," and " there shall be 
no more curse," but *' whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely ! " 

There are, seemingly, to continue the parallel of 
allegories, four rivers or periods of biblical import. 
The period of incubation or changing; the birth of 
civilization ; the growth of intelligence ; and the 
millenium. 

The period of incubation was the early efforts at 
lawmaking ; civilization was thence made complete, or 
born in the honest spiritual sentiment of Jesus Christ ; 
spirituality has since Him become the foundation of a 
wide confederation of nations ; and the millenium will 
appear in the unity of this growth, under the bond of a 
universal sentiment, if not absolutely under the per- 
sonal reign of a 

King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 




I HISWICK press:- C. WHITTINGHAM ANU CO. TOOKS CoIRT. 

CM \NCRRY LANK. 



► 



/ 



li 



{ 



I 



1 , 



(I 

I- ! 



I 
I 



I 




Ij 



i 



1 1 
M 



' I 



;i- 



^ 



